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Author’s Name      Amy Whitling 

Grade Level     5 

Duration      2-3 40 minute blocks 

 

National Geography Standards Ohio Learning Standards for 
Social Studies 

Other Standards addressed 

 
Essential Element I. THE 
WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS 
Standard 1. How to use maps 
and other geographic 
representations, tools, and 
technologies to acquire, 
process, and report 
information from a spatial 
perspective. 
 
Essential Element IV. HUMAN 
SYSTEMS 
Standard 10. The 
characteristics, distribution, 
and complexity of Earth's 
cultural mosaics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Topic- Human Systems 
 

10. The Western 
Hemisphere is culturally 
diverse due to American 
Indian, European, Asian 
and African influences 
and interactions, as 
evidenced by artistic 
expression, language, 
religion and food.  

 
 
 

 

 
Ohio Learning Standards for 
Social Studies 4th grade 
 
Topic - Historical Thinking 
and Skills 
 
2. Primary and secondary 
sources can be used to create 
historical narratives.  
 

 

Level of Understanding expected for the 
Ohio Learning Standards 

Introductory Approaching  
Mastery 

Mastery 

 

DBQ: European Exploration: Cultural Impact  
on the USA, Canada & Mexico 
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This DBQ can be a standalone lesson or an 
extension of the European Exploration: Cultural 
Impact Lesson where students examined 
language, food, place name, and architectural 
connections from European colonization period 
in the western Hemisphere. In this extension 
activity, students examine primary and 
secondary source documents to expand their 
knowledge base, then plan a museum exhibit 
on European influences in North America. 
 
 
 
The diversity of cultures in the Western 
Hemisphere is a result of European, Asian, 
African and native civilizations. This lesson 
examines the cultural impact of European 
culture on the Western Hemisphere.  
 
 
 

 Document sheets with analysis questions 

 Placards from the “European Exploration: 
Cultural Impact Lesson” 
 
 
 

The student will be able to: 
1. Interpret provided resources and identify 

cultural connections between European 
colonizers and local culture in the Western 
hemisphere. 

2. Select and justify evidence choices that 
effectively represent European influence in 
North America. 

3. Support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources using evidence from those sources. 
 
 

 
Prerequisite: Students complete the “European 
Exploration: Cultural Impact Lesson” or 
comparable study of European language, food, 
architectural and place name influences in North 
America. 

1. Students work in small groups to analyze 
documents and answer the analysis questions. 

2. Students meet in their small groups to identify 
the evidence that best represents European 
influence in North America, then group that 
evidence into 3 categories to display in their 
exhibit. Next, they select at least two pieces of 
evidence from the documents to include in 
their exhibit. 

3. Each group then writes up 3 paragraphs 
providing a rationale for their selections. 

4. The teacher can select 2 paths for the final 
product. A) Students practice and deliver a 
presentation pitching their plan to adults 
serving as the museum committee, or B) 
Students develop an essay. 

 
Formative Assessment:  
Teacher observation of students during group work 
and review of document analysis questions. 
 
Summative Assessment:   
1. Completed analysis questions. 
2. Completed Performance – either a presentation 
to a mock museum committee or a completed 
museum exhibit. 

 

 Provide partially-completed document analysis 
questions or provided contextual clues to aid in 
the interpretation of documents. 

 Provide reading supports for struggling readers 
to assist with vocabulary (synonyms, highlight 
essential text, etc.) 

 Written evidence could be reduced or bulleted 
form for students struggling with paragraph 
development. 

 High need learners might select 4-5 images for a 
culture and write 1-2 sentences for each to 
justify the choice as evidence in answering the 
question. 

 

PURPOSE 

MATERIALS 

ASSESSMENT 

OVERVIEW 

PROCEDURES 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND 

EXTENSIONS 

OBJECTIVES 
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This lesson focuses on European influences in the Western Hemisphere, with an emphasis on North 
America. To fully meet the Ohio Content Statement #10, students will need to also examine the 
cultural impact of native cultures and African cultures, therefore we identified this lesson as 
“approaching mastery.” 
 
While the documents provided in this activity should allow students to answer the question 
(especially if it is an extension activity to the European Exploration: Cultural Impact on the USA, 
Canada & Mexico lesson, additional images can provide additional evidence. The following image 
documents from the European Exploration lesson mentioned above are available at 
www.ogaohio.org. 

 English Architecture 

 French Architecture 

 Spanish Architecture 

 English Food 

 French Food 

 Spanish Food 

 English language 

 French language 

 Spanish language 

 Map of cities with names reflecting original European settlement. 
 
 
The presentations can be an excellent springboard for a whole class discussion on the cultures 
highlighted for your region and how the selections might be different for students in other regions 
of the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENT NOTES (For The Instructor) 

http://www.ogaohio.org/
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Local History Museum: Document-Based Activity 
 

The culture of the United States influenced by Native Americans and European Settlers. Which 
aspects of each European culture has had the most influence on the culture where you live? 

 
You have been hired as the new director of your local history museum.  For your first exhibit, the 
board of trustees would like to create an exhibit to honor the cultural groups that left an influential 
mark on the United States.  They have asked your group to make a presentation to convince them 
which culture or cultures to highlight in the new exhibit.You will need to show what we have been 
learning throughout our study of history, including your knowledge of the Native Americans, French, 
Spanish, and English.  
 

Use the information you gathered during the Passport Activity, plus the information in the 
documents below to select important influences to highlight. Answer all the questions included with 
the documents below as part of your preparation, the design your museum exhibit. 
 
 

Document A:    Origin of State Names 
 

Alabama  
From Alabama River by early European explorers and named "Alibamu" after the local 

Indian tribe 

Alaska  Corruption of Aleut word meaning “great land” or “that which the sea breaks against” 

Arizona  Uncertain. Perhaps from the O'odham Indian word for “little spring” 

Arkansas  From the Quapaw Indians 

California  From a book, Las Sergas de Esplandián, by Garcia Ordóñez de Montalvo, c. 1500 

Colorado  From the Spanish, “ruddy” or “red” 

Connecticut  From an Indian word (Quinnehtukqut) meaning “beside the long tidal river” 

Delaware  From Delaware River and Bay; named in turn for Sir Thomas West, Baron De La Warr 

Florida  From the Spanish Pascua Florida, meaning “feast of flowers” (Easter) 

Georgia  In honor of George II of England 

Hawaii  

Uncertain. The islands may have been named by Hawaii Loa, their traditional discoverer. 

Or they may have been named after Hawaii or Hawaiki, the traditional home of the 

Polynesians. 

Idaho  An invented name whose meaning is unknown. 

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108176.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108178.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108181.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108184.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108187.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108189.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108191.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108194.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108198.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108201.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108204.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108207.html
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Illinois  Algonquin for “tribe of superior men” 

Indiana  Meaning “land of Indians” 

Iowa  From the Iowa River which was named after the Ioway Indian tribe 

Kansas  From a Sioux word meaning “people of the south wind” 

Kentucky  From an Iroquoian word “Ken-tah-ten” meaning “land of tomorrow” 

Louisiana  In honor of Louis XIV of France 

Maine  

First used to distinguish the mainland from the offshore islands. It has been considered a 

compliment to Henrietta Maria, queen of Charles I of England. She was said to have owned 

the province of Mayne in France. 

Maryland  In honor of Henrietta Maria (queen of Charles I of England) 

Massachusetts  From Massachusett tribe of Native Americans, meaning “at or about the great hill” 

Michigan  From Indian word “Michigana” meaning “great or large lake” 

Minnesota  From a Dakota Indian word meaning “sky-tinted water” 

Mississippi  From an Indian word meaning “Father of Waters” 

Missouri  Named after the Missouri Indian tribe. “Missouri” means “town of the large canoes.” 

Montana  From the Spanish word meaning “mountain.” 

Nebraska  From an Oto Indian word meaning “flat water” 

Nevada  Spanish: “snowcapped” 

New 

Hampshire  
From the English county of Hampshire 

New Jersey  From the Channel Isle of Jersey 

New Mexico  From Mexico, “place of Mexitli,” an Aztec god or leader 

New York  In honor of the Duke of York 

North Carolina  In honor of Charles I of England 

North Dakota  From the Sioux tribe, meaning “allies” 

Ohio  From an Iroquoian word meaning “great river” 

Oklahoma  From two Choctaw Indian words meaning “red people” 

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108209.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108211.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108213.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108215.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108217.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108219.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108221.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108223.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108225.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108228.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108230.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108232.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108234.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108237.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108240.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108242.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108244.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108244.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108246.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108250.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108252.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108254.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108256.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108258.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108260.html
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Oregon  
Unknown. However, it is generally accepted that the name, first used by Jonathan Carver 

in 1778, was taken from the writings of Maj. Robert Rogers, an English army officer. 

Pennsylvania  In honor of Adm. Sir William Penn, father of William Penn. It means “Penn's Woodland.” 

Rhode Island  From the Greek Island of Rhodes 

South Carolina  In honor of Charles I of England 

South Dakota  From the Sioux tribe, meaning “allies” 

Tennessee  Of Cherokee origin; the exact meaning is unknown 

Texas  From an Indian word meaning “friends” 

Utah  From the Ute tribe, meaning “people of the mountains” 

Vermont  From the French “vert mont,” meaning “green mountain” 

Virginia  In honor of Elizabeth “Virgin Queen” of England 

Washington  In honor of George Washington 

West Virginia  In honor of Elizabeth, “Virgin Queen” of England 

Wisconsin  French corruption of an Indian word whose meaning is disputed 

Wyoming  
From the Delaware Indian word, meaning “mountains and valleys alternating”; the same 

as the Wyoming Valley in Pennsylvania 

 

 

Information Please® Database, © 2007 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. Origin of 
State Names — Infoplease.com 
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0854966.html#ixzz12BwVUKkQ 

1. About how many states get their name from Native American tribes? 

2. About how many states’ names come from another culture besides Native Americans? 

3. What else do you notice about the states’ names?  Are there any patterns 
geographically? 

4. How could you use this chart to help decide which culture to feature in your museum 
exhibit? 

  

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108262.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108264.html
http://www.infoplease.com/cgi-bin/id/A0838169
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108266.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108268.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108270.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108274.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108277.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108279.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108281.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108283.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108286.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108289.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108291.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0108293.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0854966.html#ixzz12BwVUKkQ
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0854966.html#ixzz12BwVUKkQ
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Document B: Secota Village, North Dakota, 1586. 

The Powhatan inhabitants go about their daily business of feasting, dancing and hunting deer.   

 

Key:  
A- Tomb of the Chieftains 
B- Place of assembly for prayer 
C- Ceremonial dance  
D- Feast   
E- Tobacco   
F- Watchman guarding corn 
G- Green corn, between rows 
of ripe corn 
H- Squash 
I- Pumpkins 
K- Ceremonial fire 
L- Body of water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theodor de Bry: 1585–1586 This work is believed to be in the public domain. The image was 
accessed at: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/multimedia/6238 
 

1. How is this land set up?  What specific areas do you notice? 
 

2. What do you notice about the way the crops are being grown?  Why do you think 
there are three different places for corn?   

 
3. What else do you think they may use as a food source? 
 
4. How could you use this chart to help decide which culture to feature in your 

museum exhibit? 
 



 
 
 

Ohio Geographic Alliance Lesson Resource 

All rights reserved, 2016 

 
Document C: The Treaty of Paris, 1763 

 

1. Why was control of the Mississippi River important for France?  What was the strategic 
importance of the settlement at New Orleans?   

2. What difficulties did France encounter in establishing control over Louisiana?  What are they 
agreeing to in this document? 

3. How could this document be used to help you decide which culture has left the most 
influential mark on United States? 

 

 

 

  

Article VII: 

French territories on the continent of America; it is agreed, that, for the future, the confines between 

the dominions of his Britannick Majesty [his Majesty the king of England]  and those of his 

Most Christian Majesty, in that part of the world, shall be fixed…by a line drawn along the middle 

of the River Mississippi, from its source to the river Iberville, and from thence, by a line drawn along 

the middle of this river, and the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the sea; and for this purpose, 

the Most Christian King cedes [gives up] in full right, and guaranties to his Britannick Majesty 

the river and port of the Mobile, and everything which he possesses, or ought to possess, on the left 

side of the river Mississippi, except the town of New Orleans and the island in which it is 

situated, which shall remain to France, provided that the navigation of the river Mississippi 

shall be equally free, as well to the subjects of Great Britain as to those of France, in its whole breadth 

and length, from its source to the sea, and expressly that part which is between the said island of 

New Orleans and the right bank of that river, as well as the passage both in and out of its mouth/ 
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Document D: French Quarter Balcony 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

French Quarter balcony decorated for Mardi Gras, New Orleans, Louisiana 
 

1. What details do you notice in this image? 
 

2. How might this document be used to help you decide which culture has left the most 
influential mark on United States? 
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Document E: Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal 

 Document E: 

 Background/ Questions 

From the National Register of Historic Places  
 
Believed to be the last monumental railroad station built in America, it is also considered the 
only major station built in the Spanish style in America. It was designed by two of the most 
important architects of the period in Los Angeles, John and Donald Parkinson. The Spanish 
colonial style was chosen to reflect the heritage of the area and to blend in with El Pueblo de Los 
Angeles, across Alameda Street. The station also deliberately took advantage of the climate by 
incorporating open air courtyards and extensive landscaping into the original design. There is 
extensive and imaginative use of Mexican style tile, both quarry and hand painted. The fixtures 
reflect the Art Deco influence of the period and are largely unaltered. For many years, 
particularly during WWII when 100 trains a day carried servicemen to and from Los Angeles the 
station was an important gateway to the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exterior 



 
 
 

Ohio Geographic Alliance Lesson Resource 

All rights reserved, 2016 

Document E: 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Background/ Questions 

 
1. How is the Spanish style evident in this building?  
 
2. Why is it significant that this style was chosen as a railroad station? 
 
3. What building materials could have been used when constructing this building?  What are the 
traditional materials for this style of architecture? 

4. How could this document be used to help you decide which culture has left the most 
influential mark on United States? 

 

  

Interior 
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Document F: California Missions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the cities of San Diego 
to Sonoma, 21 missions 
create a unique trail of 
history across California. 
The red wax seals on the 
map show the brands used 
by each of the California 
missions.  (For more 
information about each 
mission visit 

http://www.californiamissionsfoundation.org/the-missions.html) 
 
 

1. What do these seals tell you about the early history of California? 
 
2. What do you think is the meaning of the title that is before each mission’s name? 
 
3. How does the religious influence on this area compare to the religious influence of the east 
coast? 
 
4. How could this document be used to help you decide which culture has left the most 

influential mark on United States? 

 

http://www.californiamissionsfoundation.org/the-missions.html
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Document G: Mayflower Compact : 1620 
 
 

 
 
 
1. When was this document written?  Of what significance is that date? 
 
2. What was the purpose of this document? 
 
3. Do you see the influence of this document in our rights today?  Do you see this in any 
specific lines of text? 

 
4. How could this document be used to help you decide which culture has left the most 

influential mark on United States? 

Agreement Between the Settlers at New Plymouth : 1620 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal 

Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great 

Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. Having undertaken for 

the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our 

King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts of 

Virginia; Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and 

one another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, 

for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: 

And by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, 

Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Officers, from time to time, as shall be 

thought most meet and convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto which 

we promise all due Submission and Obedience. IN WITNESS whereof we have 

hereunto subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign 

of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the eighteenth, 

and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini; 1620.  
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Document H:      

THE CHARTER OF THE PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS OF HARVARD COLLEGE 

 

http://library.harvard.edu/university-archives/using-the-collections/online-resources/charter-of-1650 

1.  What is the purpose of this document? 

2.  What was emphasized as subjects of study? 

3. Who is eligible to be educated? 

4. How could this document be used to help you decide which culture has left the most 
influential mark on United States? 

Transcription of the charter: 

WHEREAS, through the good hand of God, many well devoted persons have been, and daily 

are moved, and stirred up, to give and bestow, sundry gifts, legacies, lands, and revenues for 

the advancement of all good literature, arts, and sciences in Harvard College, in Cambridge in 

the County of Middlesex, and to the maintenance of the President and Fellows, and for all 

accommodations of buildings, and all other necessary provisions, that may conduce to the 

education of the English and Indian youth of this country, in knowledge and godliness. 

In witness whereof, the Court hath caused the seal of the colony to be hereunto affixed. 

Dated the one and thirtieth day of the third month, called May, 1650.  

THOMAS DUDLEY, Governor.  
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Now comes the fun part!  Have you decided what to feature in your exhibit? 

 

Use the following checklist to make sure you include all parts in your exhibit proposal. 

 

 

Performance Assessment Checklist and Score sheet 
 
Answers the DBQ document questions clearly with evidence.  _____/30 
 
Provide 3 paragraphs effectively outlining your rationale (reasons) 
for highlighting the information used in the exhibit. Choose at least  
3 documents for your exhibit as evidence to support your position. _____/30 
 
 
Effectively explain the rationale for your selections in the essay.   _____/15 
 
Uses techniques of good writers  
(spelling, punctuation, craft)       _____/5 
 
Presentation skills and participation of all group members  _____/15 
 
Practiced effective collaborative skills     _____/5 
 
       TOTAL      _____/100 
 
 
STUDENT COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHER COMMENTS: 
 

 
 
 

 


